SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 6th December 2004, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood 






   "   D Gale






   "   J Gurney






   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   G White

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Downing, Mrs Gautier-Groom and McMurdo.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(82/04)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Scott 
Planning Application

Member is a Personal Friend of the


04/2063/FULL

applicant

Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business, which may be transacted under Agenda item 9c:-

Cllrs P Blaine
C Osborne


        D Gale
M Petttitt

        J Gurney
M Scott

3. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS  (83/04)

An elector enquired as to what the Town Council believed could be done to overcome the perceived dangers to pedestrians in crossing the entrance to the Budgens Supermarket car park.

Members agreed that the entrance constituted a danger to members of the public especially from cars turning right into the entrance at speed. There are no speed humps or crossing markings at this point.

3. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (CONT)

RESOLVED: (a)That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to Budgens to ask whether the
keep left bollards previously placed at the crossing could be re-instated and whether they could make any further changes to improve the safety of the crossing.


(b) That the matter be referred to the Town Centre Partnership for their advice on the types of safety measures that might be employed at the entrance.


An elector enquired as to whether the Town Council was able to help in the matter of overgrown hedges at private residences.  The Deputy Clerk informed Members that if the Council office staff were informed of problems with specific hedges encroaching onto highway footpaths they would be reported to Highways Department at Bedfordshire County Council.  If, on inspection, the hedge proved to be an obstruction the resident would be sent a letter requesting them to cut the hedge.  In intractable cases the Highways Department were able to cut the hedges themselves.

RESOLVED: That a press statement be released informing the public of the procedure to follow if they encounter problems with overgrown hedges.

4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (84/04)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5.  LEAVE OF ABSENCE (85/04)

RESOLVED: That in view of the likely absence of Cllr Mrs I Gautier-Groom from meetings of the Council for a period in excess of six months, (due to ill health), authority now be given under Standing Order RR111 of the Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council for such absence to be duly approved from 6th December 2004.

6.  CASUAL VACANCY ON SANDY TOWN COUNCIL  (86/04)

The details of the two applicants for co-option to the Town Council were received and considered.

RESOLVED: (a) That Mr D Jaeger be appointed to fill the casual vacancy.

(b) That both applicants be advised of this decision in writing. 

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (87/04)

The Mayor reported that the Victorian Christmas Fair had been a great success.  He thanked those who had supported him in entertaining the Civic Dignitaries (including the High Sheriff and Alistair Burt MP) who attended. The Mayor also asked Cllr Frood to convey his thanks to Mrs Frood and the other organisers for all their hard work.

In addition, the Mayor thanked Cllr Aldis and members of the office staff for their work in preparing for the "TABOO" event at Sandy Upper School and Cllrs Aldis, Gurney and Blaine for attending the Town and Parish Council's Forum in his stead.


7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (CONT)
22.10.04
With the Mayoress, attended a photo-shoot at the revamped play area in Bedford 

Road Recreation Ground for the Mid Bedfordshire District Council's 'Horizon'

magazine.  Pupils from Laburnum Road School also were invited.

23.10.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Bedfordshire Army Cadet Force Open 



Evening at the TA Centre in Kempston.

30.10.04
Attended, with the Mayoress, the RSPB's "Feed the Birds" Day at The Lodge.

30.10.04
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the opening of the new Community 

Garden in Bedford Road Recreation Ground, and officially opened the Garden 

and planted a tree.  The Deputy Mayor, Deputy Mayoress, Cllr Aldis and 

Cllr Gurney were also present.

5.11.04
Attended, with the Mayoress, Sandy Upper School's Annual Presentation of 



Awards Evening preceded by a Reception.

12.11.04
Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Deputy Mayoress attended 

the Mid Bedfordshire District Council's Chairman's Charity Dinner Dance at 

Beadlow Manor.

13.11.04
Attended, with the Mayoress together with the Mayor and Mayoress of 

Biggleswade, the launch of the 21st Biggleswade Chronicle's Families in Need

Appeal at Satchells in Sandy.

14.11.04
Supported by a large number of Councillors, the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and 

Deputy Mayoress, took part in Sandy's Remembrance Sunday Parade and 

Service.

20.11.04
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended a 2003/04 Mayor's and Chairman's 



Reunion Dinner at The Inn at Woburn.

21.11.04
Sent a letter to the Editor of the Biggleswade Chronicle urging readers to 

support the 'Families in Need' Appeal.

03.12.04
With the Mayoress, opened the St Swithun's Lower School's Christmas Bazaar.

04.12.04
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Dunstable's Charity Cheese



and Wine Evening at the Downside Community Centre in Dunstable.

05.12.04
Together with the Mayoress hosted a reception, in conjunction with Sandy's



Victorian Christmas Street Fair and Market, at the Queen's Head Public House.

DEPUTY MAYOR

10.11.04
Attended "Taboo" exhibition and presentation day at Sandy Upper School and 


Sports College.

5.12.04
Attended with the Deputy Mayoress, the reception in conjunction with Sandy's 


Victorian Christmas Street Fair and Market.

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (86/04)

(a) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th October 2004

RESOLVED:  That the minutes, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Fishing rights – the Riddy local nature reserve, Sandy

RESOLVED: That the Annual rent for the first of the three years of a new Agreement be £360.00 with annual increases in line with RPI for each of the subsequent two years.

MATTERS ARISING: There were none.
(b)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 18th October 2004
RESOLVED: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record with the following amendment: Item 7(e) That the words "There were no Recommendations" be deleted.


(c)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 1st November 2004

RESOLVED:  That the minutes, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer 

RESOLVED: That if the Directors of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd decide that the purchase of the Articles is the best way forward, £200.00 be approved to purchase a copy of the Articles of Memorandum from Bedford Borough Council.  This would be taken from budget 6175 (Market Towns Healthcheck/Town Centre Manager), present balance £500.00.

Annual bulletin/annual report - advertising representative









RESOLVED:  That Cllr Aldis should have the authority to co-opt a member of the public to the Communications Working Group.
MATTERS ARISING: There were none.

(d)  Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 8th November 2004
RESOLVED:  That the minutes, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Lists of proposed special items of expenditure for 2005/2006

RESOLVED: (i)That the replacement of two computers, together with one deskjet printer, updated software and new anti-virus licence be undertaken immediately at a cost of £3714.00, inclusive of installation and training.  

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (CONT)

(ii) The amount should be taken from the Business Rates refund, currently invested in the Capital Account.

MATTERS ARISING: There were none.

(e)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 22nd 

November 2004. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes, including exempt minutes Minute no. (P64/04), as previously circulated be approved and adopted with the following addition: Item 14, that the words "The Clerk's Report, as previously circulated, was received and considered." be inserted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage project 

RESOLVED: That new Council Member Mr David Jaeger be appointed as an additional Member to the Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group.

MATTERS ARISING: There were none.

(f)  Special Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 29th November 2004

RESOLVED: That the minutes, including the exempt minutes Minute no. (81/04), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record with the following amendment: That the date of the meeting be amended to 29th November 2004.

(g)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 29th November 2004


RESOLVED:  That the minutes, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS: There were none.

MATTERS ARISING: There were none.


9. MATTERS ARISING (87/04)

(a)  Action Point Service - Re-organisation (1.3.04) (100/03)

The  proposal and costings received from Hyder Business Services as previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that no further action be taken.
(b)  National Association of Local Councils Annual Conference, Scarborough (74/04)

A letter was sent to MBDC in support of the Citizens Advice Bureau in its bid to prevent large cuts in its grant from the District Council.  No reply had been received.



9. MATTERS ARISING (CONT)
Cllr Gurney informed Members that following representations from interested parties, Mid Beds 

District Council had decided to increase the amount of grant made available to the CAB for the forthcoming financial year.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the item may now be deleted.

(c)  Appointment of Bid Consultant – Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Depot (77/04)

A letter was sent to the Chairman of the Upper School Governors requesting that a full Governing Body considered the project so that the Town Council might receive firm information regarding the likely level of financial contribution from the school.  No reply has yet been received.

Cllr Blaine told Members that this was an oversight and that he would reply in his capacity as Chairman of the Governors at his earliest opportunity.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

10. REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (88/04)

(a) The minutes of the meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 4th October 2004 were received.

(b) Cllrs Aldis, Blaine and Gurney had attended the Parish and Town Council's Forum.  They will produce a report to be circulated via the periodic bulletin. 

Cllr Blaine reported on:

(i) The Community Warnalarm.

(ii) The Village Hall Committee

11.  CLERK’S REPORT (89/04)

(1)  (a)  Accounts 01.04.04 to 31.10.04 

RESOLVED: That the list of Receipts and Payments for October 2004, copies of which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.
(2)  Application for a Grant - Beeston Methodist Church 

Beeston Methodist Church have made an Application to the Council for a Grant of £1,000.00 towards the cost of providing disabled facilities (required under the Disability Act) at the Church.  These disabled facilities are likely to cost £3,840.00 and an application has also been made to MBDC for £1,920.00.

This £3,840.00 is part of a much larger scheme for improving the facilities at the Church in order to make it more user friendly and more suitable for the extended community use which it now receives.  The total of these improvements (including the £3,840.00) is £22,000.00.  All but the £3,840.00 now having been funded.

A letter of application has been provided to the Town Council as have the Annual Accounts of the Church.

11.  CLERK’S REPORT (CONT)

RESOLVED: (a) That in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, Sandy Town Council should incur the expenditure of £1,000.00 in making a Grant to Beeston Methodist Church towards the cost of providing disabled facilities, which expenditure is, in the opinion of the Council, in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

(b) That the Grant be found from the Interest received on the Capital Account.
12. APPLICATION FOR QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS (90/04)

The Clerk's report, which was previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

13.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (91/04)

There were none.

14.  PRESS RELEASE (92/04)

RESOLVED: (a) That a press release be issued regarding the problems with overgrown hedges, see Minute no.(83/04).

(b) That a press release be issued regarding the co-option of Mr David Jaeger to the Town Council.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

18.11.04

136/04


04/02063/FULL

M & J W Codd

Highfield Farm

Sandy

SG19 2AQ
Full application for a barn conversion to form 3 cottages for holiday accommodation at Highfield Farm, Sandy, Beds.
RESOLVED:  No Objections.

If officers are minded to object, this application to be "called in" to go to committee.
Town Council

6.12.04

7.12.04


24.11.04

137/04


04/02130/FULL

Mr Mrs S M Wilson

15 The Knolls

Beeston

SG19 1PL
Full application for the erection of a 2 storey first floor side extension containing additional bedroom with ensuite bathroom at 15 The Knolls, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 14 & 16 The Knolls and 1,2,3,4 The Crescent Beeston notified
RESOLVED:  No Objections
Town Council

6.12.04

7.12.04
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